
 
After the event, the players gathered outside to memorialize an enjoyable  

day of making friends and playing bridge.  

 

Pro-Am Event Draws a Record Crowd 

Story and Photos by Jonathan Friendly 

Ninety players took part in the Petoskey Bridge Club's annual Pro-Am event June 20, a 

record turnout.  

"We are delighted that so many of our members came and enjoyed playing with a new 

partner and in a different format," said club president Larry Willis. 

The special feature of the Pro-Am event is that each participant with fewer than 300 

master points was paired with a more advanced player.  

In most regular club events, partnerships are comprised of players of roughly equal 

master-point status and often are long-term partnerships with sets of well-understood 

bidding and playing conventions. In this event, 46 "amateurs" were paired by random 

drawing with an equal number of "pros." 



      

Many of the players were meeting each other for the first time, and before play began, 

the room was filled with the 

cheerful chatter of people asking 

each other not just about what 

conventions to play but also about 

where they lived and what had 

drawn them to Petoskey.  Willis 

and Pam Ziegel drew up the list of 

pro and amateur players and then 

put the names of the pros in a 

wicker basket. The amateurs then 

drew the name of their partner-to-

be and the new partnerships went 

off to tables to agree on what their bids would 

mean. Section A was made up of 11 tables, while Section B had 12 full tables. Over the 

next three hours each team played 24 boards, with the same boards being played in both 

sections.  
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(Left) Connie Tanner and Mike Morrice and (right) Linda Dawson and Bernadette 

Burkhardt reviewed their conventions before play began. 

Checking their plans: (Left) Eva Walker and Barb Harbaugh in foreground, with 

Lulie Eide and Dick Culhane behind them; (right) Dave Deal and Ann Hyndman.  

Joe Hollis kept track of tricks(left) while Larry Willis questioned Susan Trimble about 

the meaning of a bid. Jean Fochtman partnered Susan, Pat Grams partnered Larry. 



        

 

   

 

 

Bob Giddings tallies a score 

while Dale Thayer gives a ruling 

to Norm Nasson and Jody 

Barth. Below Cynthia 

Apostolakis recalls a score for 

Jean Hunt to enter on the 

Bridgemate. Dave Fowler and 

Tom Kennedy start a hand. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo at left by Linda Roberts 

As play neared the end, competitors turned to the monitor to check the results. 

Above left, Julie Kennedy, Susan Trimble and Martha Treiber. Above right, Lynn 

Mayne and Jean Hunt. 

 

And finally, the winners were (left) Jonathan Friendly and Peg Sjoberg and Pat 

Grams and Larry Willis in Section A. In Section B (right) Dave Deal and Ann 

Hyndman and Arlene Loca and Jill Soderquist (not pictured). 

Grams-Willis tallied a 63.27%  game and Hyndman-Deal came in with 62.80%. 

Sjoberg-Friendly had a 60.80% game, while Loca-Soderquist finished with 

59.82% 

 


